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preserved his mental balance; and instead of entering into
the struggles of his rivals for world-empire, he preferred
to acquire as his secure dominion the province of Egypt,
so easily defensible, and separated from the contestable
ground of opposing nations.

The policy of the first Ptolemy moulded the history of
Egypt and the destinies of Hellenism. He surrounded
himself with Greeks, so that they became the dominant
faction in the government and determined the tone of
court society. He gave religious freedom and large liberty
in other respects to the Egyptians, so that they became
supporters of the dynasty. By the foundation of the
Museum, or University, of Alexandria, he made his capital
the literary centre of the new era and attracted to his
court learned men from all parts of the world. Greek
became the language of the court, and Greek culture and
manners there prevailed.

Mahaffy graphically describes the brilliant court life of
Alexandria under Soter and his successors:

" So it came to pass that Ptolemy Soter gathered into
his capital every kind of splendor. ... He estab-
lished the most brilliant palace and court, with festivals
which were the wonder of the world. He gathered all
that he could command of learning and literary fame, and
the city was adequate to the largeness and splendor of its
external appearance. We have it described in later times
as astonishing the beholder not only with its vastness,
but also with the splendor of its colonnades, which lined
the streets for miles and kept the ways cool for passen-
gers; with the din and bustle of the thoroughfares, of
which the principal were horse and carriage ways, con-
trary to the usual Greek practice; with the number and
richness of its public buildings, and with the holiday
and happy airs of its vast population, who rested not